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GRAPHIC DESIGN, BFA
The Graphic Design BFA is designed to prepare students with the
fundamental skills to create visual responses to the communication
challenges of the contemporary world. With ever evolving technologies
and the vast array of markets, this BFA program provides specialized
training in conceptual development, visual media and a mastery
of creative technology. Upon completion of the program, students
will immediately be prepared for a career in graphic design with a
professional portfolio that showcases their design work for printed and
digital media.

Admission into the Major and Academic
Standards:
Students may choose the BFA in Graphic Design as a major during the
regular UA admissions process. However, full admission to the BFA
program is only granted after applying to be admitted to the program
through the BFA portfolio review process. Students expecting to
complete the requirements for the BFA in Graphic Design in four years
should begin program course work as first-semester freshmen and apply
to the BFA portfolio review in the fall semester of the sophomore year.
If the student does not gain admission into the program after the first
attempt, the student can reapply the following year. If the student is not
admitted into the BFA program after the second portfolio review process,
they are not eligible to apply a third time or to pursue the BFA in Graphic
Design degree, and it is recommended that they change to the BFA or
BA in Studio Art. The student is responsible for keeping track of courses
completed and applying at the appropriate time. Students must be
enrolled in or have completed GDS 214 in order to apply for admission to
the program. Specific details regarding the BFA portfolio review process
and course sequence are available on the departmental website.

Once admitted, students will matriculate through the BFA in Graphic
Design program as a cohort and must register for and pass all required
classes with a C- or higher grade. Students admitted to the program
during the portfolio review process who do not earn a C- or higher in GDS
214 and ART 210 will have their admission rescinded and would need to
reapply in the following cycle. Students who, at any time in the curriculum
sequence do not pass required GDS courses with a C- or higher or who
do not register for the required courses, will be out of sequence with
the program cohort. As such, their admission to the program will be
annulled, and they will be required to reapply to the program the following
academic year.

Transfer students will follow the same guidelines and procedures for
admission to the program. Admission of students transferring to UA
during the spring semester will be based on merit and available space in
the program.

The Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) degree with a major in graphic design
is a professional degree preparing individuals to become professional
graphic designers or continue graduate study in graphic design. Students
pursuing the BFA must complete all University, College, and departmental
degree requirements. These include the general education requirements,
the following major requirements and other sufficient credits to total a
minimum of 120 applicable semester hours.

Course Number and Title Hours
BFA Core Courses:
ART 110 Drawing I 3
ART 130 2D Design 3

ART 131 3D Design 3
ART 210 Drawing II 3
ART 302 Color Theory & Application 3
ART 218 Intro to Digital Photography 3
ART 200 – 300 level Art Studio Electives 15
ARH 252 Survey of Art I 3
ARH 253 Survey Of Art II 3
ARH 300 – 400 level Art History Electives 9
BFA Major Courses:
GDS 214 Introduction to Graphic Design 3
GDS 314 Typography 3
GDS 315 Digital Layout and Production 3
GDS 334 Brand and Identity Systems 3
GDS 335 Publication Design 3
GDS 414 Graphic Design Portfolio 3
GDS 300 – 400 level Graphic Design Electives 6
Select 6 credit hours from the following:

GDS 415 Graphic Design Internship
GDS 433 Package Design
GDS 434 Illustration
GDS 435 Interactive Design
GDS 436 Motion Design

GDS 499 Graphic Design Senior Thesis 6

Total Hours 78

Learn more about opportunities in this field at the Career Center


