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COLLEGE OF COMMUNITY HEALTH SCIENCES
Department of Community Medicine and Population Health

Department of Family, Internal and Rural Medicine

Department of Translational Science and Medicine

The courses listed below are open to qualified graduate students.
Medical school and family practice residency curricula are published
separately from this catalog.

CHS540 Rural Community Interaction I
Hours 3

The purpose of this course is to introduce participants to real life
and practical application and topics related to rural medicine, with
an emphasis on minority populations. The course is divided into two
parts: a shadowing experience with a primary care provider working in
a rural or underserved setting, and a seminar series. Additionally the
course will include a special service learning project in order to further
expose students to practical application of issues and topics in rural or
underserved communities.

CHS541 Rural Community Interaction II
Hours 3

The purpose of this course is a continuation of Rural Community
Interaction I and introduces participants to additional real life and
practical applications and topics related to rural medicine, with an
emphasis on minority populations. The course is composed of two class
projects of planning, implementation, and evaluation of a community
screening event to be selected by the class. Each student will also
complete a final paper (5 double-spaced typed pages) describing their
cumulative experiences including lessons learned.

Prerequisite(s): CHS 540

CHS550 Introduction to Fundamentals of Medicine I
Hours 6

Introduction to Fundamentals of Medicine I is an interdisciplinary
course that provides a foundation for understanding the molecular and
biochemical basis of cellular processes and whole body physiology,
and initiates an appreciation for their impairment during various human
diseases. The course will include an overview of the functional roles of
various cellular constituents (e.g., protein, carbohydrate, lipid, nucleic
acids) and the processes involved in their synthesis and degradation
(e.g., thermodynamics, metabolic pathways, transcription/translation).
This will involve not only an understanding of the mechanisms and
pathways involved, but will also include an appreciation of their
regulation/dysregulation during numerous perturbations of physiologic
status (e.g., fed versus fasted, sedentary versus exercise) and disease
states. IFM-I consists of a variety of instructional strategies (e.g.,
lectures, labs, small groups, team-based learning, self-study) to help
develop critical thinking and problem solving skills, as well as build a
knowledge base that is scientifically and clinically relevant to medical
research and practice.

Prerequisite(s): Admission to Rural Community Health Program and
Approval by the Instructor

CHS551 Introduction to Fundamentals of Medicine II
Hours 6

Introduction to Fundamentals of Medicine II is an interdisciplinary course
that provides a foundation basic pharmacology and cellular physiology.
The basic principles of pharmacodynamics and pharmacokinetics will be
followed by an introduction to autonomic nervous system pharmacology
that will serve as a basis for understanding the pharmacologic treatment
of diseases. This course will also cover mechanisms of cellular
homeostasis, transport, electrophysiology and communication, and will
provide examples of disease states that result from abnormal functioning
of these processes. This course consists of a variety of instructional
strategies (e.g., lectures, labs, small groups, team-based learning, self-
study) to help develop critical thinking and problem solving skills, as well
as build a knowledge base that is scientifically and clinically relevant to
medical research and practice.

Prerequisite(s): Admission to Rural Community Health Program and
Approval by the Instructor

CHS595 Special Topics
SP

Hours 1-3

Selected topics in Community Health Sciences offered by CCHS faculty
members.

Special Topics Course

CHS599 Thesis Research
Hours 1-6

A candidate for the Master of Science in Population Health Sciences
pursuing the thesis option is required to complete six credit hours
dedicated to original research under the direction of a faculty advisory
committee. A written thesis is required to be presented, defended orally,
and submitted to the faculty advisory committee for approval. Material
covered will be of an advanced nature aimed at providing master's
students with an understanding of the latest research and current
developments within the field. Discussion and advisor guidance will
be directed towards readings of research articles and development of
research methodology, with the aim of producing an original research
contribution that represents a novel development in the field, or a novel
perspective on a pre-existing topic in the field.

CHS620 Ind Study In Prev Med
SP

Hours 1-5

Research or directed reading in community medicine topics, including
health care delivery, preventive medicine, and health policy aspects of
other related topics.

Special Topics Course

CHS622 Directed Research in Community Health
SP

Hours 3

An advanced applied-research course designed to develop skills in the
analysis and evaluation of health problems of community interest.

Prerequisite(s): POPH 523 AND 522

Special Topics Course
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CHS699 Dissertation Research
Hours 1-12

This independent research course partially fulfills required doctoral
level research dissertation hours toward the Ph.D. in the student’s
field. A minimum of 18 dissertation hours are required, at 1-12 hours
per semester. The course is conducted under the guidance of the
Ph.D. advisor. The student must register for a minimum of 3 hours per
semester in this course until reaching the required minimum of 18 credit
hours. Thereafter, students must register for a minimum of 1 hour each
semester in this course, maintaining continuous enrollment until degree
completion.

Prerequisite(s): Admission to Candidacy

CHS700 Clinical Clerkship
Hours 12-18

This course is designed to allow UASOM students to complete their MS3
clerkships on the Tuscaloosa campus. Material covered is defined by
UASOM and the UASOM Primary Care Track curriculum. This is a 12
month curriculum and these courses are to define participants’ status as
UA students during this time.

CHS701 Clinical Clerkship
Hours 12-18

This course is designed to allow UASOM students to complete their MS3
clerkships on the Tuscaloosa campus. Material covered is defined by
UASOM and the UASOM Primary Care Track curriculum. This is a 12
month curriculum and these courses are to define participants’ status as
UA students during this time.

CHS702 Clinical Clerkship
Hours 12-18

This course is designed to allow UASOM students to complete their MS3
clerkships on the Tuscaloosa campus. Material covered is defined by
UASOM and the UASOM Primary Care Track curriculum. This is a 12
month curriculum and these courses are to define participants’ status as
UA students during this time.

CHS710 Medical Student Pre-clinical Studies
Hours 9

This course is designed to allow University of Alabama at Birmingham
Heersink School of Medicine (UABHSOM) students to complete
their Primary Care Track or Rural Medical Scholars Track pre-clinical
curriculum on the Tuscaloosa Regional Medical Campus of the
UABHSOM. This is a 12-month curriculum, and these courses define
learners’ status as University of Alabama students. The student learning
outcomes, course objectives, and material covered are defined by the
UABHSOM, the UABHSOM Primary Care Track curriculum or Rural
Medical Scholars Track curriculum, and the Liaison Committee on
Medical Education (LCME) – the accrediting agency of the UABHSOM.

Prerequisite(s): First and second year University of Alabama at
Birmingham Heersink School of Medicine (UABHSOM) medical students
enrolled in the Primary Care Track or Rural Medical Scholars Track who
are assigned to the UABHSOM Tuscaloosa Regional Campus.

CHS800 Clinical Clerkship
Hours 12-18

This course is designed to allow UASOM students to complete their MS3
clerkships on the Tuscaloosa campus. Material covered is defined by
UASOM and the UASOM Primary Care Track curriculum. This is a 12
month curriculum and these courses are to define participants’ status as
UA students during this time.

CHS801 Clinical Clerkship
Hours 12-18

This course is designed to allow UASOM students to complete their MS3
clerkships on the Tuscaloosa campus. Material covered is defined by
UASOM and the UASOM Primary Care Track curriculum. This is a 12
month curriculum and these courses are to define participants’ status as
UA students during this time.

CHS802 Clinical Clerkship
Hours 12-18

This course is designed to allow UASOM students to complete their MS3
clerkships on the Tuscaloosa campus. Material covered is defined by
UASOM and the UASOM Primary Care Track curriculum. This is a 12
month curriculum and these courses are to define participants’ status as
UA students during this time.

CHS900 Residency
Hours 12

No description available

.


