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WOMEN'S STUDIES CERTIFICATE
In addition to the Master of Arts degree, the Department of Gender
and Race Studies offers a Graduate Certificate to students outside the
department who seek to develop interdisciplinary expertise in the study
of women and gender. The certificate answers a need for many graduate
students whose departments require them to minor in a secondary
specialty. This certificate program is aimed at enhancing any master’s or
doctoral program through the mapping of an individual plan of study and
research. The certificate provides students with core knowledge of the
field of Women’s Studies, and it allows students to research and develop
an additional expertise in an individualized program of study.

Increasingly, scholarship on women and gender has come to
occupy a significant place in the disciplines and professional
associations.  Students who develop an expertise in this desirable area of
specialization become more attractive candidates in the professional job
market.

The certificate is tangible evidence of proficiency in an area of Women’s
Studies — such as feminist theory; gender, race, and class; or film and
feminism — and in the interdisciplinary method of Women’s Studies.
Upon completion of the certificate program, which is described below,
Gender and Race Studies will provide students with a letter and
certificate. These will provide tangible evidence of a background in
Women’s Studies, feminist theory, and interdisciplinary research methods.

Admissions
In addition to the minimum Graduate School admission requirements, to
be considered for regular admission an application must include a letter
of intent and a proposed plan of study to the Chair in the Department
of Gender and Race Studies. The letter of intent and plan of study will
be reviewed by a core faculty member and approved by the Chair. If the
proposed Plan of Study requires revision, the prospective student will
consult with the Chair to receive feedback, then resubmit the revised
document for approval.

See the Admission Criteria section of this catalog for more information.

Curricular Requirements
Requirements for students receiving a graduate certificate in women’s
studies:

• Students must be currently accepted and enrolled in a graduate
program other than Women’s Studies at the University of Alabama.

• A total of 15 hours of graduate coursework, of which 9 must
be Women’s Studies core courses

Requirements Hours
Core Courses
WS 530 Feminist Theory-Contemp 3
WS 535 Black Feminism 3
WS 550 Intro to Women's Studies 3
Six hours of approved electives: 6

WS 510 Special Topics

Total Hours 15

Students who complete the WS graduate certificate and subsequently
decide to pursue the M.A. in Women’s Studies will be permitted to use 9
credit hours (6 core hours, 3 electives) earned for the certificate toward
the M.A. requirements.

Transfer Credit
Graduate School information on Transfer Credit.

Time Limits for Degree Completion
Requirements
Graduate School information on Time Limits.

Academic Misconduct Information
Graduate School information on Academic Misconduct.

Withdrawals and Leave of Absence
Information
Graduate School information on Withdrawals and Leave of Absence.

Academic Grievances Information
Graduate School information on Academic Grievances.

Grades and Academic Standing 
Graduate School information on Grades and Academic Standing.
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